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The Safeguarding Partnership Vision
 

For every child and young person to be and feel safe, enjoy good physical,
emotional and mental health, have pride in their unique identities, feel that

they belong and have opportunities to thrive. 
 

For adults, irrespective of age, race, gender, culture, religion, disability or
sexual orientation to be able to live with their rights protected, in safety,

free from abuse and the fear of abuse. 

Sexual abuse of children and adults
Online safety for children and adults with care and support needs
Female genital mutilation and other harmful practices related to faith or belief

In this newsletter:

Focus on Practice: select briefings and resources to support your safeguarding 
practice

Good practice in responding to concerns about people in positions of trust
Supporting education settings to improve detection and responses to child 
sexual abuse
The National Child Safeguarding Practice Review 
Safeguarding Partnership training offer

Partnership News: 

The Safeguarding Partnership produces and sources practice
guidance, briefings and audit reports to support your safeguarding
practice with children and adults. 

All previous newsletters can be access here

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-review-into-the-murders-of-arthur-labinjo-hughes-and-star-hobson
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/professionals/safeguarding-partnership-newsletters/


Safeguarding Adults and Children

If you suspect that a child is a victim of
sexual abuse call the Stronger Families
Hub on 01895 556006. And then complete
the online referral form. 

If you suspect an adult with care and
support needs is a victim of sexual abuse 
 please contact Adult Social Care on
01895 556633 and complete this online
form

If you believe a child or adult is at immediate risk please call 999.
Sexual abuse is a crime. 

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/ https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/

It is important for practitioners to be aware of the signs and indicators of sexual abuse
and to understand that regardless of gender, age, class, ethnicity or disability anyone can be a
victim of sexual abuse.  

Focus on Practice

Sexual Abuse 

Sexual Abuse means forcing or pressuring someone to take part in sexual activities, whether
they be contact activities such as kissing, oral sex, or intercourse, or non contact activities, such
as watching pornography. Sexual abuse sometimes happens without the victim understanding
they are being abused. This can occur online or in person. 

All sexual behaviours that make a child or adult feel afraid, intimidated or uncomfortable
could fall into the category of sexual abuse. Sexual abuse can have severe and long lasting
impact on victim’s and survivors physical, emotional and mental health and wellbeing. 

Adults and children may be victims of sexual abuse. Perpetrators can be family members,
carers, strangers, friends, partners, and professionally involved people. It can happen in school, at
home, in residential settings for children and for adults with care and support needs, and any
other place. People, both children and adults, with complex needs and disabilities and LGBTQ
people are at much higher risk of all forms of sexual abuse than the wider population. 

Many victims of sexual abuse do not tell anyone what is happening for many possible reasons.
We must be alert to signs and indicators and be open to the unthinkable.  

Here is a 7 MInute Briefing on
child sexual abuse including signs

and indicators to look out for 

SCIE have developed a brief guide to 
types, signs and indicators of sexual 

abuse of adults

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/7936/Concerned-about-a-childs-safety
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/Safeguarding-Adults-Alert-Form
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/CSA-7-min-Briefing.pdf
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/adults/introduction/types-and-indicators-of-abuse#:~:text=Types%20of%20sexual%20abuse
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/document/engagement-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-and-queer-questioning-victims-and-survivors
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/document/engagement-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-and-queer-questioning-victims-and-survivors


Further reading and resources about sexual abuse of children and young people

Online safety for people
with learning disabilities

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/ https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/

Some children and vulnerable adults are forced or groomed into a
form of abuse called sexual exploitation. They may receive
affection, drugs, money, food, shelter in exchange for sexual
activity. Some victims are coerced, through violence and
intimidation, into sexual activity to make money for other people.
In some cases the victim may feel they have no choice because they
believe they have to repay a debt due to drugs or human trafficking. 

Watch Rachel's story of
sexual exploitation -
brought to you by

Respond

Sexual Exploitation

Adults with care and support needs can be at risk of sexual abuse both from
professional staff and from other service users, for example in care homes,
supported accommodation, and day services. Safe recruitment processes for
staff are important. Careful risk assessment and information sharing about
service users who may pose a risk to others is critical to prevent harm. SCIE
produced this briefing about sexual incidents in adult social care settings. 

Protecting children from
sexual abuse online

Keeping Children and Adults Safe Online

Some children, young people and vulnerable adults may not realise the risks they face online.
Online activity can put people at risk of sexual abuse and other forms of abuse. There is a
wealth of good practice guidance available for professionals and for children and vulnerable
people to help people protect themselves. 

It is helpful to talk regularly with children and vulnerable adults about their online activity,
what information they are sharing, who they are speaking to and the potential risks they
could experience. 

Sexual abuse of adults in care settings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKBGO2_qoJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKBGO2_qoJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKBGO2_qoJs
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/sexual-incidents-adults-social-care-1.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/remove-nude-image-shared-online/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nzwFsw5Tn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nzwFsw5Tn0
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/sexual-incidents-adults-social-care-1.pdf
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/sexual-incidents-adults-social-care-1.pdf
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
https://respond.org.uk/


Providing therapy and
specialist support services

to people with learning
disabilities, autism or both

who have experienced
abuse, violence or trauma.

Protecting disabled
children from sexual

abuse

New resources launched to
help support young people with

SEND to Thrive Online

Resources and further reading 

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/ https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/

Video resource to support
professional safeguarding practice 

https://respond.org.uk/
https://respond.org.uk/
https://respond.org.uk/
https://www.anncrafttrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Look-Closer.pdf
https://www.anncrafttrust.org/resources/child-sexual-abuse-resources-for-survivors-and-parents/
https://www.anncrafttrust.org/signs-of-grooming-in-adults-what-to-watch-out-for/
https://www.stopitnow.org.uk/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2019/protecting-disabled-children-from-sexual-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2019/protecting-disabled-children-from-sexual-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2019/protecting-disabled-children-from-sexual-abuse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K6TIM2if9Y&list=PLgE8smYzAGVRYbOuzpOdSvFRLwyUlvt4q
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/resources-to-support-young-people
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/resources-to-support-young-people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K6TIM2if9Y&list=PLgE8smYzAGVRYbOuzpOdSvFRLwyUlvt4q
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/


Local Training and Professional Development Opportunities
 

The National FGM Centre is offering Train the Trainer sessions to professionals in Hillingdon 
 to ensure that knowledge and best practice is sustainable across the local professional

network. If you are interested in developing your knowledge and training skills in this area, please
discuss with your line manager. 

 

You can book onto the Train the Trainer course through Learning Zone. If you do not have a Learning Zone
account please complete this form

 

Train the Trainer sessions are as follows:
26th & 27th September 2022, 10am - 4pm - Committee Room 3

20th & 21st October 2022, 10am - 4pm - Committee Room 4
10th and 11th November 2022, 10am - 4pm - Committee Room 3

 

Click on the course to book via Learning Zone
Identifying, Supporting and Protecting girls and women from FGM and breast flattening 

FGM Assessment Tool training  – (particularly aimed at social workers)
Recognising and Responding to Abuse Linked to Faith or Belief 

 

Please contact the project coordinator rohma.ullah@nationalfgmcentre.org.uk for any enquiries.

The National FGM Centre is working with the London
Borough of Hillingdon to deliver changes in the way that
services are provided to children, young people and families
affected by FGM and other harmful practices with a view to
improving safeguarding for women and girls 

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/ https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/

Female genital mutilation and other harmful
practices related to belief or faith

According to the United Nations, 200 million girls and women have been subjected to FGM
worldwide, and a further 3 million are at risk every year – although given the hidden nature of
FGM, this could be far greater. FGM reflects deep-rooted gender inequality and constitutes an
extreme form of discrimination against girls and women. 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is the deliberate cutting or removal or mutilation of a
female's external genitalia. It often involves the removal or cutting of the labia and
clitoris. There are other harmful practices too, related to belief, faith and cultural
norms,, such as breast flattening, which also cause harm to females. FGM is usually done
in childhood but can affect survivors throughout their lives. 

http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/
https://hillingdon.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=1623
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ebasqoHD-0izIPnVge6Uj11vSyihNkVOmXzTTa6WJHJUQVQ5RzJNSERWRzAyWVBTVTA4NDdXUU40NyQlQCN0PWcu
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1621&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXFNtaDZZQTTZ%2FCUFbVf6youvKD9sztcNjOAev2X1z0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1621&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXFNtaDZZQTTZ%2FCUFbVf6youvKD9sztcNjOAev2X1z0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1620&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8XPKQljo8O9s7PuCQ%2Bda%2FAanKy191hlCgSTMvwxsW0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1620&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8XPKQljo8O9s7PuCQ%2Bda%2FAanKy191hlCgSTMvwxsW0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1620&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8XPKQljo8O9s7PuCQ%2Bda%2FAanKy191hlCgSTMvwxsW0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1622&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BSFCTHxsGS5d%2FkbRB%2FkltcQO06pvpQJdSqpICuCzxzE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhillingdon.learningpool.com%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D1622&data=05%7C01%7CRShill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C57cb43aa1aa24e837d6008da49ff03f2%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C637903656871371655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BSFCTHxsGS5d%2FkbRB%2FkltcQO06pvpQJdSqpICuCzxzE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:rohma.ullah@nationalfgmcentre.org.uk
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Culture-and-Faith-Question-Guide-PDF.pdf
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/FGM-Schools-Guidance-National-FGM-Centre.pdf
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/fgm/
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/harmful-practices/
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/breast-flattening/


Safeguarding Partnership Training Offer
 

The Partnership commissions safeguarding specific training in line with Partnership priorities. This
training is free to staff in the organisations who jointly fund the Safeguarding Partnership: NHS,

Police, and Local Authority. It is open to other organisations, at a fee. 
 

You can book onto this training via this link:
Hillingdon Learning Zone: Safeguarding Partnership (learningpool.com)

If you do not have a Learning Zone account please complete this form or email
learninganddevelopment@hillingdon.gov.uk

Partnership News

https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/ https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/

Good Practice
While considering a serious case of alleged sexual abuse against an adult with care and support
needs by a person in a position of trust, the Safeguarding Partnership found evidence of good
partnership working between Adult Social Care, the care provider, Police and CQC. There was also
robust risk assessment and management, and a holistic and individualised approach to support. All
partners have taken seriously the implications of allegations against someone in a position of trust.
This is a good example of how to Make Safeguarding Personal through outcome-focused and
person-led safeguarding support. 

The adult at risk now describes herself as "happy" and "feeling safe" and pleased with what was
done to support her. 

The Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse are currently developing a risk assessment and
safety planning resource for schools to support practitioners with their safeguarding practice 
 where there are concerns or allegations of sexual abuse between children. The resource is
currently being piloted in a few Hillingdon schools and these schools are contributing to its
evaluation and further development before it is made available nationally.  

Supporting education settings to improve detection and responses to child
on child sexual abuse

National Child Safeguarding Practice Review
The National Child Safeguarding Practice Review into the murders of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes and
Star Hobson was recently published. The report explores why public services and systems designed
to safeguard, were not able to protect Arthur and Star. It also considers the wider implications and
learning from other serious safeguarding incidents over the past few years. Hillingdon
Safeguarding Children Partnership Board will be reviewing the recommendations and findings 
 and implications for local safeguarding practice. 

https://hillingdon.learningpool.com/course/index.php?categoryid=99
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ebasqoHD-0izIPnVge6Uj11vSyihNkVOmXzTTa6WJHJUQVQ5RzJNSERWRzAyWVBTVTA4NDdXUU40NyQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:learninganddevelopment@hillingdon.gov.uk
https://hillingdonsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/
https://hillingdonsab.org.uk/professionals/useful-guidance/allegations-against-people-in-positions-of-trust-adult-local-authority-designated-officer/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-review-into-the-murders-of-arthur-labinjo-hughes-and-star-hobson

