
A local authority may apply to the family court for permission to safeguard a child, this could seek to
place a child into care or to supervise them within their family home. Here are some examples of why
care proceedings are initiated: 

Abuse or Neglect: If there is evidence or suspicion that a child is suffering or is likely to suffer
significant harm due to physical, emotional, or sexual abuse, or neglect, care proceedings may be
initiated. 

Parenting Capacity: If parents are unable to provide adequate care due to issues such as mental
health problems, substance abuse, or severe disability, the local authority may step in to ensure the
child’s safety and well-being.

Abandonment/Relinquishment/Death of parent or carer: If a child no longer has their parents or
guardians to care for them, care proceedings may be necessary to provide them with a safe and
stable environment.

Severe Behavioural/or Contextual Issues: In cases where a child's behaviour is beyond parental
control or that a child is at risk in the community, care proceedings might be initiated to provide the
necessary support and intervention. Sometimes factors external to the family home pose a serious
risk or children may be a risk to themselves or others. 

Medical Neglect: Failure to provide necessary medical treatment or care for a child can lead to
serious health issues, prompting the authorities to take action.

Child’s Own Health and Development: If a child’s health or development is significantly impaired due
to the care they are receiving, this can be grounds for initiating care proceedings.

*This document is property of Hillingdon Safeguarding Partnership and is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. For specific legal guidance, please consult a qualified legal professional

The term children’s care proceedings refers to a legal process
started by a local authority when there are serious concerns about a
child's welfare. The primary aim of these proceedings is to ensure the
long term safety and well-being of the child.  

What are Children’s Law and Care

Proceedings? 

Reasons why Care Proceedings may be initiated 

Children’s law in the UK encompasses a wide range of legal principles, statutes, and
case law that govern the rights, protection, and welfare of children. It deals with
matters such as parental responsibility, child protection, custody and care
arrangements, adoption, and the rights of children. The law is designed to ensure
that children's best interests are the primary concern in all legal proceedings and
decisions affecting them.
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